deplorable and dangerous life of beg-
ging. It is believed that evil spirits, a
curse or anything except a medical
condition has caused these children’s
disability. These children, however,
have a special place in the heart of
God, whose “power is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Children with disabilities usually
experience a form of social exclusion
that, in essence, represents a denial of
their basic rights. They are denied ac-
cess to education, family life, adequate
health care, opportunities for play or
for training and the right to participate
in the “normal” activities of child-

In many cases, these children
are simply withdrawn from commu-
nity life. Even if they are not actively
shunned or mistreated, they are often
left without adequate care. Further-
more, these children are among those
most vulnerable to abuse and neglect
by the adults who are responsible for
them and the least able to assert their
rights on their own behalf.

Many causes are to blame for
children’s disabilities. Armed conflicts
and political violence, that have such a
devastating impact on children’s lives,
contribute heavily to the toll of dis-
ability. They are now the leading cause
of injury, impairment and physical
disability in children and only three
percent of children disabled as a result
of war receive any rehabilitative care.
(UNICEF)
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N hildren involved in hazard-
ous labor or who have been conscript-
ed as soldiers face greatly heightened

risks of Aicahh'ng ininrv, Landmines
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and explosive remnants of war con-
tinue to maim or disable children even
in countries no longer in conflict. Ac-
cording to UN reports, of the 65 coun-
tries where children suffered mine
causalities between 2002 and 2003,
nearly two thirds had not experienced
active conflict during that period.

Many disabilities occur at
birth or are directly attributabie to
deprivations of essential goods and
services, especially in early childhood.
Lack of prenatal care adds to the risk
of disability, while malnutrition can
result in stunting or poor resistance to
disease. Some disabilities, such as the
recurrence of polio in Iraq, result from
poor nutrition or lack of vaccines.

Regardiess of the cause, children
with disabilities require special care
and attention. Otherwise, they risk
being excluded from school and from
within their societies, communities
and even households. Yet the vast
majority of them, especially in de-
veloping countries, have no access to
rehabilitative health care or support
services. Many are unable to acquire a
formal education. Hundreds of thou-
sands of children with disabilities are
condemned to live their lives in in-
stitutions, often deprived not only of
love and affection but also of the

ousan 1nggiano, me airecior or
Temple Terrace First Baptist Church’s
Special Needs Ministry, makes sure
each child in her church is served
based on individual needs. Children
are evaluated and appropriately
placed either in a self-contained Sun-
day school class or with a one-on-one
helper in an age-appropriate Sunday
school class. She challenges churches
to, instead of rejecting children with
special needs, assume their biblical
responsibility to fully accept, instruct
and include individuals with special
needs into the mainstream worship
services and Sunday school classes.
Susan stresses the importance of
maintaining a special needs friendly
environment that encourages and
strengthens families. With prayer be-
ing foundational, Susan instructs us
with a step-by-step strategy to accom-
plish this task.

Jim De, who designs projects
in India specializing in special needs
children’s ministries, shares touch-
ing stories of children impacted by a
caregiver’s compassion and love. He
describes qualities that would be of
greatest value in a special needs-min-
istry—not technical qualifications or
formal training, but a more holistic
“human” approach.

most basic physical require-
ments.

Observation and experi-
ences of chiidhood devel-
opment prove that every
infant and child, disabled or
not, can benefit from nurtur-
ing and stimulation of their
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7 Things Kids with Disabilities Want You to Know
News and Events
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senses. The more children are
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